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impact it will have on the communities 
around it? Are we trying to maximize 
the benefits for all, or just some? Are 
we treating the opinions and needs of 
all people fairly as the Code of Ethics
requires?

Students often ask how this applies to 
them. They see themselves as designing 
a bridge or a building or a pavement, 
and they don’t see where they would be 
involved with these issues. I have three 
answers to this. 

First, some of them eventually will have 
this power. Graduates of the University of 
Cincinnati have risen to be state, county, 
and city engineers who have the power 
to decide which projects go forward, 
how those projects are accomplished, 
and how public funds are allocated. They 
have the final approval on the plans for 
these projects. These engineers have the 
obligation to listen to the public and 
make decisions about these projects 
fairly and in accordance with the Code 
of Ethics. 

Second, those who do not rise to 
a decision-making level still have a 

responsibility to consider the human 
impacts of designs and inform those 
with decision-making power what those 
impacts might be. If an engineer finds a 
design flaw that causes a safety issue, 
he or she is required to report it. If an 
engineer sees a potentially negative 
impact of a design on a segment of 
the population, he or she has the same 
obligation to at least bring it forward 
for consideration. Again, the point is 
not whether a project should or should 
not go forward; it is that we need to 
consider all of the impacts it may have 
and try to mitigate the negative ones if 
possible.

Finally, as engineers, we are also 
citizens. Section III.2.a of the Code of 
Ethics states, “Engineers are encouraged 
to participate in civic affairs; career 
guidance for youths; and work for the 
advancement of the safety, health, and 
well-being [emphasis added] of their 
community.” Thus, even if we are not 
directly involved in projects, we have an 
obligation to inform our civic leaders of 
social impacts and call for engineering 
projects that equally distribute benefit 
and burden.

For a lot of my students, this is heavy 
stuff. Ethics usually is. Answers are not 
clear or easy. However, the true ethical 
issue is not whether you decide one way 
or the other. The issue is whether you 
consider the impacts on humans or not. 
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Segmental  Br ings Inspirat ion to L i fe.Segmental  Br ings Inspirat ion to L i fe.
Systems are available to deliver form and function
to maximize efficiency in a timely and economic fashion.

For information on the benefits of segmental bridge construction and ASBI membership visit: www.asbi-assoc.org

Promoting Segmental Bridge Construction in the 
United States, Canada and Mexico

Construction Practices Handbook, 
New 3rd Edition

2021 Grouting Certification Training
Please Check the ASBI Grouting Training and 
Events Pages for Details on Future Webinars.

This “How-To Handbook” was developed with the 
purpose of providing comprehensive coverage of the 
state-of-the art for construction and inspection practices 
related to segmental concrete bridges.

The Construction Practices Handbook is a FREE pdf download. This link 
www.asbi-assoc.org/index.cfm/publications/handbook-download will 
take you to the registration form to complete the download.

June 7-8, 2021 –
2021 Construction Practices Seminar
Seattle Airport Marriott, Seatac, WA
Please Check the ASBI Website Events Page for Agenda and Registration. 
The Seminar may be rescheduled due to COVID-19 continued restrictions.

Upcoming Events:

November 8-10, 2021– 
33rd Annual Convention
Please Check the ASBI Website Events 
Page for Details of 2021 Event.

ASBI Monthly Webinars
There is no charge for the webinars, 
but you must register to join.

• Presenters Will be Available for Live Q&A

• PDH’s Will be Available

Please Check the ASBI Events Page for 
Speakers, Topics, and Dates.




